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This half term our phonics focus will be on ‘tuning into sounds’ especially those 

around us in the environment. Speaking and listening is an extremely important 

focus in Nursery as it helps to make sure that the children are ready for formal 

teaching of phonics by the spring term. Therefore, it is vital that children are given 

time to have their own conversations and build up a wide vocabulary of words. By 

introducing the children to a variety of nursery rhymes, we will be helping them to 

understand and learn about different sounds. This is an important part of 

developing those early literacy skills. Listening to different sounds in the 

environment as well as in nursery rhymes provides children with the foundation in 

helping them to read and write. To develop their sentence structure we will 

continue to model full sentences and key words. The children will also be 

encouraged to listen to stories and others’ with interest. 

 

We will be experimenting with different ways of moving, such as skipping, hopping 

and jumping. To develop the children’s fine motor skills we will continue to 

participate in Funky Finger activities where they will thread beads and use tools 

such as scissors, pegs and tweezers to pick up small objects. 

 

The children love exploring our outside area. It is very important that the children 

bring suitable clothing to wear for outdoor play. As the weather becomes colder 

please can we ask that you bring hats, scarfs and gloves for your child. Please 

remember all clothing needs to be labelled with your child’s full name. 

 

 Talk about the book you are sharing such as discussing what your favourite 
part of the story was. Pause and ask the children to predict what might 
happen next. 

 Speak to them about their day at Nursery – the notice board outside the 

classroom will give you an insight into what we are focusing on each week. 

 

 Please continue to encourage your child to get dressed independently such as 
putting on their own shoes, coats etc. 

 Continue to draw or paint together, discuss the marks the children make and 
model how they should be holding their pencil. 

 

Listen, sounds, speak, tune in, environment, sentence, model, story, talk, 

discover, find, nursery rhyme, understand, learn, develop, conversations.  
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 Children in Need – 15.11.19 

 Christmas Pantomime – 28.11.19 

 Christmas Fair – 05.12.19 

 Nursery Closed – 12.12.19 

 Christmas Read: AM – 19.12.19 10.30am 

                              PM – 13.12.19 9.15am 

 Christmas Nativity – 9.12.19 10.30am and 2pm 

 Christmas Party – 16.12.19 

 Christmas Jumper Day – 20.12.19 

 Half Term – 20.12.19 -7.01.20 

 

 
The children have settled well into the Nursery 

routine. We will continue to develop our sharing and 

turn-taking skills. This ability is essential in order to 

help your child to build positive relationships in class. 

The children will also be encouraged to show an 

increased involvement in chosen activities and carpet 

sessions. 

 

 

 

Share, turn-taking, kind, choice, positive 

relationship, chosen activities, ownership, 

responsibility. 

 

 Encourage your child to share resources either 

with their siblings or a grown up, try to avoid 

giving your child the first of everything. Instead, 

remind them to wait their turn. 

 Give your child some special jobs to do at home 

such as help you match all the socks together. 

 

 

Our topic this half term is ‘Nursery Rhymes’. By 

singing nursery rhymes with the children we hope to 

develop their language and communication skills. We 

will be singing the rhymes in various ways such as 

through using props, finger puppets and musical 

instruments. By singing nursery rhymes we will also 

help develop children’s social skills as it is a great 

opportunity for children to get to know their peers. 

We will be focusing on a different rhyme every week 

and the children will complete various activities 

linked to each rhyme. All provision areas are linked to 

a different nursery rhyme, this allows children to 

develop their understanding of the key rhymes. 

 

Nursery Rhyme, sing, actions, listen, repeat, 

develop, music, instrument, props, puppets, 

rhyme, rhythm. 

 

 

 Sing our topic based Nursery Rhymes with your 

child as you walk to school, before bedtime, 

during bath time, before they eat their dinner 

etc. 

 Encourage your child to draw a picture of their 

favourite nursery rhyme. 
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 Humpty Dumpty 

 The Wheels on the Bus 

 Old MacDonald 

 Row, Row, Row Your Boat 

 5 Little Currant Buns 

 Little Miss Polly had a Dolly  


